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:: At Chap. of Sc. Luke, partof' the: EY bk 
PIO this Child ; is ſet ; the. ul and; 
; in of i ny 11 Iſrael, and or a-ſue 
all be n againſt, | 
ND Simeon Bleſſed them. ad 
ſaid,&c, A Benedithon ſure 
of ,a moſt ſtrange. impor- 
tance: If 7 forth-one 
 \thatis to;be a large deſtru- 
Ction, if tobe Kliver d of a 
| Child that muſt be. for the 
lf any ,. and the killing of the- Mother's 
{elf, bleſſed ; if Swords, IG ans brera 
forts, then my Text-is-full of theſe : es if 
this be. to, Bl; p what 1 is 1t. to foreſpeal 
\abade a>. Yer. however omwous and. fi 
the words are; they, o1ye'us the-e1 Aly * 
he Bleſſed: Incaxnatio 
of God, the Child of 
alon!:; a ſhort, view. 
the Effetts of ic. Th 
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3 oh "This Child ts for the fall rn 
oh a. 2, For the rifong again of many. 
3, For a 5 : with the . quality of lac 


ne. he 1s for 4 p- $ne that O00 be Joen 
"I*Y The Counſel and Peftneof this} is ſigni- | 
 fredin the word here xr; he is ſet ; and 
| preordain' d tobe all this. 
| \--Eieſt of the Gitlt effect This Child is for 1 the | 
al of many. © 
And we I ſhall but only name that way | 
inns many men ſet this Child for ther 
| own''falt;- while they make'his holy Time to. 
 bebur a more ſotemne oportunity of ſinning_: 
1 | We know many celebrare this great Feſtival 
with Surfers & Exceſſes uſual appendages of | 
Feaſting 3} Oaths and Curſes the ents 
| of Gaming ; Dallyance” and Laſciviouſneſs 
theatrendants of ſporting, of all which this 
| ſeems as it were the Hnniverſary; a fet time 
Fu for their retirn, 'Fhas indeed the Tfrachites 
©. did folemnize the Birth of cher RLe 
x aus | They, te dow) to Eat and Drink , and r0 e up to 
"2:64 eo ag we celebrare this Child too 
© T Met RL decuuſs he was born among 
? And muſt his Voraries De of 


— — 


, * _ wy 2 - P* OE J 
We” ww _ a 
| tt ON LOO SE SES S - 
f {3 4 a \ p - 1 by = £ S& 4 
\ ho. « : — 3 ag bo Fo S 
ah >» BE SG ' : ON "F 
- $% - © 7 % - = 


rm 


- P23 _ 
£C- 
pe | $ 


"Pom Pra ET: 


the Heard ? Andhe live and 'be: worſhip' &t E=manlt 
wayes in 4.'Stable 2. Bee! Lal 
| a7, Mult men therefore wrt beaſts? Is it | | 
fic-to honour that /-Child: wich Inquicy and 
Looſneſs ,.' that did come into the World 
'apbn deſignsof Holineſs, to ſetrle a moſt (triEt 
7 Religion ; ? Nothing can be more incongruous 
a. hen this; and Certainly there 4s nothung- of 
Al | Crods Connſel in it,” Burto you whoſe time 
| ſcems nothing elſe but a con(tant Feſtival, al- 
wayes hath che Leiſure, and the Plencies, aud 
| the Sports of one , who, as to theſe things 
keep 2- Chriſtmas all their life , -this ſeaſon as 
it. does not ſeem to challenge thoſe things toit 
ſelf peculiarly, fo'I ſhall' not- now infiſt on 
them; bur proceed to thoſe wayes by which 
| Simeon di Prophecy,” This Child poxld be for | 
the fall of many m Iſrael, And. ag Are $6.7 


To = }|*'+ 17 This:Child-whom 1 bur now h- ar 
1 | God. had: prepar'd to” be the Glory of his'P 's ly 
Iſrael, yer his Birthwas fo inglorious, andit uy, "+ 

| Life an{werable co it, ſhall'be rs anand| 
FT | poor;, and his: Death fo. full < Fs. andþ 
Fe. char theſe ſhall' prove-d Jraudal 
hes 'vho. ſhall. Io free t 
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| 


1 Props Royal 


| John 9.29. | of him,” This fellow we know not whence he 1s : 


| braid him. with-it,” 1s not this the Carpenter 2 
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on thoſe Sifadran rages , "which will therefore 
proveoccaſions'of falling to them, 
"That it was fo is bn ſaid ; Behold, 


and a rock of offence, And that it was ſoupon 
this account is clear, 'The great ones cry out 


'They that feem'd to know whence did u 


And therefore with a-deal of ſcorn they que- 
(ion; Do any of the Rulers or the Phariſees bellows 
inhim ? Yea. .Chrift himſelf knew this would be 
| ſo great a ſcandal that in the 11 Chapter of 
St, Mathew; in. the cloſe. of many - Miracles 


waichhe wrought on purpoſe to demonſtrate 
he was the Meſſiah he adds verſ. 6, and Bleſſed 


| Mn = gr £ : ter- argument againſt him then: his 


#516 thit ſhall *net be offended tn me, As if 


t his .mean condition would prove 


ns were for him :* and it were a 
gy to ſee the Saviour of the world; 


hey will rot believe | 
| this , but reje&ta Saviour that comes up- 
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Blind , and heal a Lame a_ 3 
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aſe the Dead ;/and they might think th 


a ſtranger Miracle to confirm their unbelief, 
then any he would work-to make them be- 
eve in him, ney 
And really, that the Kingdom of -the Meſ- 
frab, which the Prophets dic expreſs in terms | 
as high as tier own Extafies and Raptures, 
mn tranſported words, as if it Vied with Gods 
Dommon, both for extent-and for duration, 
ſhould prove at Jalt an Empire onely over 
twelve poor DN and Publicans, and one 
of them a Traztor too : And that He that 
was. born this King, ſhould be born in a} 
Stable, -while he liv'd that he' ſhould not 
have an bale to put bus Head in, nor his Corps in 
when he ated, but his Grave too muſt be| 
Chartty, this would (tartle afy that did wait 
for the Redemption of Iſrael mn thoſe glorious 
expreſles which the Prophets traCt ir out in, 


are-confirm'd Chriſtians, theſe ſee 
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faich St, Paul, that Jou- through bus poverty mutt. 
be made rich : He was made theChi/d of May, 
that you might be made Sons of God ; it was 


|to pay.the Fa of your Redeinption that he 


fo emptizd thus he valued you ; and 
as ge fs meerly: becauſe - and by 
thoſe meaſures that, they are eſteem'd, theſe 
are not there turns of love, its paſſionate, ob- 
lizing, raviſhing effects do nor uſe to be thus 


requited, this his great deſcent carnot ooca- 


fion yopr fall, who know he deſcended only 
to allume'you up to glory, But 'tis worth 


inquiry, why, {nce it was certaine, /that for | 


this, this Child ſhould be the fall of Iſrael; 

that for this they would reject hum, and the 
meanneſs of his condition would/prove anan- 
rempveable obſtruction to their belief, as it 
isto thisday ;- Why yet he would chooſe to 
>X born in a condition -{o in the utmoſt ex- 
1m to his own vature, fo all contradiction 


| [ WL 6g , and {o ſeemingly oppoſite 


Sy will find no excuſe for 
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delicy fram this condition: [for whar 
; Were, yet thoſe Azracles that made | 
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enough to make Jews inexcuſable.” And it was | 
obvious to obſerve, that He who fed frve thou- 


left more then was ſet before them, needed 
not tobe in a condition of want or meanneſs, 
if it were not otherwife more needfu} he 
ſhould- not abound, . God , that when He 
brought this fuſt begotten Son into the world, ſaid, 
Let all the Angels of God worſhip him, rmigh 

have put him into aneſtate which all mankend 


Pompe and Splendor, as his Birth-day-with 2 
Starre , If there had not been neceſhty i 
ſhould be otherwiſe. And {ach there was, 
-For when the fulneſs both of tame and mmiquity 
was come, when Vice could grow no Pops 0 
| but did even cry for Reformation, and when 
the DoCtrine that mult' come to give the 
rules of this Reformation, was not only to 
wage War with fleſh and blood, with © 


| deſires which gn oives, but 
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moſt readily would have done Homage too : as | 
eaſily have dreſt his Perſon with a blaze of 
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"> ASermon Preach'd before theKing, 
\andtheic Religion equally fomented ; for Vice| Þ 
was then the Wor ip of the world, Sins had} .-* 
their Temples, Theft its Deity, and Drunkenneſs 
Tits God, Adultery had many, and to proſttute 
their bodies was moſt ſacred, and their very 
Altar-fwes did kindle theſe foul beats, whence 
Uncleanneſs is ſo often call'd Idolatry iScri- 
pture : And beſides all this, all the Philo- 
ſophy, and all the power of the world wgag'd 
in the belief and praCtiſe of this, and refolv'd 
with all their wit and force to keep it ſo, When 
it was thus, the DoCtrine that muſt come to 
oppoſe, controul, reform, all this muſt come 
either arm'd with fire and ſword, deſign to ſet- 
tle it ſelfe by conqueſt, or come in a way of | 
meekneſs and of ſuffering: 'The'firlt of theſe | 
Religion carnot poſſibly deſign, becauſe it- 
cannot aime to ſettle that by vlence, which 
Cannot be forced, and where 'tis force, 15 not 
Reltgion.. One may as well invade, and hope | 
[92 © a conqueſt over thoughts, and put a mind 
| Mchazns, an force a man to well againſt his 
© will. All ſuch motives are incompetent. to | 
_ {| demonſtrate DoCtrines, for however ſuc- 
4 | celsful their force proves, yet it cannot prove 
—=T - - | the Doctrines true ; for by that Argument 
Ed a we 1t. 


': 
PR 
A 
by 
= 
"0. 
«7 
+ 
ext 
- i % 
. 
aj - 4 : 
» f 
1 , \ £ p PAY 
=—_ . - » | 
wants % o 
- 1. w - n 
q &anc- 5 | Ef 
. "E462 = 
« - 
- my + s 
I __ 3 > - «* Pg 
Y, EA CS : "4 
RY "a, x ks A * 
. © bY. a . wow : 
a . 
Fil . 
* o - 
% » 


ET 8”, \ 2 4 a RD EITINSED SS, S- 7" W 
FI ” TE o » . «> . - y W L & | d- . an J 
. g I 4% © a | z \ * y - | Wy. % v IN ®» D- SN. 
i 3% Hs » , o ov «7; -» _— 
- NPE. », -_ ” "Ig : « C 
"> - v yo _ . - "% 

6 , R | 


\ _— * 
4 
. a « 
. 


, 

* £ 

$4 
1 by 

* 4.7% - dP, 

» + 


a | Wi 00 I | fe 
”. |itptoves churReligion that/it ſerrdererue' 3 it, 0 
| |] proves char irdeſtr5ges wastruebeforey while 
it prevail'd and had che power, Had this Child 
| come ſo;hehadovly given fuch ateſtimony'to | 
had before, and” Tarciſme hath ſince : He 
| might” indeed , have drown'd the 'wicked 
world again ur anothec'delage > of their own 
blood: bur ſure, never had reform'd: it thus, 
Therefore, That Religion;tharmuſtoppoſe 
the at 1206 _— arpes world, 
upon Principles of 'Reaſon :and-! eligiot 100 , 
«47 do 1 i and:/Pattence, by do- | 
ng ſence (which was neceſlary, then by 


Þ 
conſequence, as the world (tood,. ) by :ſuffer- 
ing evil: parting with-all; nor only che advan- 
raves but neceſlaries ofthis life andlife its 1elf 
too, where they ſtood in competition-;”7and 
were inconſiſtent with mens duties, and their 
expectations : and by this means ;they,amulk | 
{ſhaw the world that their Religzon.did-bronp [ties, 7.5: 
LY | | ? abt, 1 
| in a:better hope , then that whichall'the pra] - - 
firs, pleaſures; glories of this world can en-| .. ,\z! 
tertaur and Aacter, 1! Lt ual Re Pet IM bi. M 
:57Thus they did, and.chus they did prevails” 2 
forthe farſtages of the Church, werebuzſo|..  Þ * 
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vr ON CO ar Ad rs Fes 
.. They, knew: to. put: themfel: 


ſame thang ;:a5 to.-{et theniſelves aſide foe 
{poyle and Say ro » dedicate thenaſelves | to 
and ſcorn, ito .xacks, and torruxes, 


3i did ketackly | renounce the! pomps- and 
Waigiee/ef the: world uw their Baptiſm, when 
they were new: bornto /Ciod; quench their 


nound'd-them;" even to thedeath ;; drown'd 
their affeGtions ta them, .intheir own heart 
| blopd': ran fromthe world into flames ;, and 
fled faſter: from the ſatisfaCtions and delights 


ne and Sphere: In fine, they became 
« {o; asf they had been Candidate of 
b, andonly made e: themſelves Appremeſes 
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Fafiectionsito them, un thoſe waters: but re» | 


of. carth, 'then thoſe flames mounted to their - 


AX dame.” Now, if it were not poſhble; 
b nt + ar then thus, as the world 
+02 unyirsuc that the Captatue 
on ſhould lead on, goe before; 'this 
woble Ar; of Manyrs; 1f it were neceſlaxy that 
{tleave all oo ent. 
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2 dorn m1 Ko _—_— 't5' prevent | | 
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11'T arfinar' ſ6-vain; os rr8"Hgpe to Perfivade 
any from this great ' e' here, 'to be 1) | 
love'with Poyetty , and with4 Y6w "condici- 
on ;) by well chit; 99 BifthFath Eon | 
ſvcrated ibthineſs,  that/ we inſt” nor feorn | 
thoſe things,' #1 which ousGol hd! chooſe ry 
beeaſtall'd, thar humility isgit! ſeems, th 
diefs ?for Dromiiy'® 45 the Ef 
when we conſider; # 
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To ſhe a not a Lamb| 
but was purifyed, in forms pauperts. 
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with-it, 'cannot, ealily be. divided: from: ie; 
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ro. ſuch an-Eftae,” [Aud.what- is ſo'Or: 


Generatio\Chriſts exhog hi 'Chnftiam; 
natalis Ca 56/ natalts:C Lac ww | 
the head ef 

that wich Chriſt.is born. to, Chriftramty it 
ſelf is bom, [Neither can. it everotherwiſe 
be ——_— in the: heart of any: man;-butr 
with poverty of ſpirit, vial aged df all the 
ſcorns, ard the calamittes," yea; and all the 


innocence that is. in! children, He that: receryeth | 


chald, that he Fore n the: Kengdom of Heaven 
to, Beltevers.- Ar 


4 eng ſame' ind of birth; -andits | 


gaudy glories of this world,: with'that! wncon- | 
cernedneſs s for it > that endiffevence and fonple | 


not the Kingdom of Heaven as 'alittleChild; cans | 
| 20t enter thereinto, ſaith Chriſt :. 'T'ruc indeed), 
| when the Son- of God miſt-became:a:lurle 


you ſee what bumulery | 


;Chryſol, 
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God of Chriſtians on his Reyal Binth-daye's: A | 
of tbe\T renity, that OY upory 
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vant; ang, He that was. 
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and lowlmeſs (ene, ; a Chriſtian? -ſeethe | 
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thaſe ack 


\then:their own iſuats, * 
himſchf, "when will cheſe inceilanOhy 
'b cherc-any itiore \oxdetel _ 


inthe wholeworld, thetito fee the great Lord 
of Heaven become a linte+xe, and man that's 
bo mes. mutgnifie hinſelf 2. to fee Di- 


vmity & and him that is' a worm; 
\fvell and x (Aron to ſee the' Sor of Gol 
defctud from Heaven, -and che ſons of Earth 
onheaps of wealth, which they pile 
| p;/As the old-Gyams did talls upon bills asf 
they» would irvade that'Throrie which He 


fe frieſa from: and as if they —— 
| the many, ' rowing ever 

| down: that: ary Rtands-mear them -"Grhevſh 
theic' way or» proſpets,” ' Woiild/you' ſee how 
licthe bo AM all choſe-intereſtsrhat recormmend 
this world, are! of to Chriſtians? fee 'the 


If | withouz when: but ehlevu us lee 


| jproepncd thera chooſe the oppoſite extreain: 


onely'ro:diſcover' to us; * \theſe.are fto\a&- 
ons to-felicity,, 
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If incheſt words of iny Text, "Few 
[fra tbh [pen api charts, tht 
very holineſs both of 'bis Life and Doftrine, - that 
hall make bim fognad, it ſhall make him” be derided 
| Iſai. 11-20. -and blaſphem'd. As his being a Enyd7%y for } 
an Enfune lifted up, a Standard for all Nati- 
onts, were not for them to betake themſelves to, 
but to level all their batteries a ainſt, Accor-: 
war.r6.25- | dingly we find they call'd him Beel/zebub, be- 
"ate 32** | canſe he caſt out Devils, And all this was fore- | 
cold : for although he were fatrer then the chil. 
dren, of men, Pal. 45. yer Iſa. 53. It 1s ſaid, 
He hath no form nor comelmeſs, when we <4 | 
ſee him, there ts no beauty in him, that we ſhould 
defire him, he is def} ied and. .rejefted of men. 
Surely, becauſe his feline «did cloud anddar- 
ken all his graces. . Devotion in a countenance | 
does writh and diſcompoſe it”, prints deformity 
upon it, andeyes lifted up with ardency, look 
as bad as eyes diſtorted, \et awry, Nay Ma- 
: 1:ty, when it was molt ſevere and prous, never | 
| yer” could guard Religion from theſe ſcorns, 
yy David, that great and holy oy ſayesof him- 
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| alſo, and they jefted upon me, they that fat inthe| _ 


gate [pake egainſt me, and the Drunkards made 
 Songs:upon me, © Qure theſe jolly men arenot 
companions to thoſe Angels, i whoſe pref, ence 
there ts ] 0p over one funner - repenteth 3 chat his 
vertue ſhould be a rejoycing, anda ſong to them 
too. Certamly the penitent mans tears 'donot 
fill their chearful bowls, nox his groans make | 
thoſe atrs which they ſet their drunken catches 
to. But that we may be ſure itnever will be 
otherwiſe, St. Peter tells us;' That in the laſt 
days there ſball come ſ coffers, walking after thetr 

own luſts, Now the men.of our dayeshave 

the luck to obey Scripture thus far as to'make | 
that - Prophecy ro come. to-pals; for-thoſe | 


ſeoffers axe come in power and great glory, *The 
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corretted for his diſcipline, I put on' Sack-thoth; 


Pfalmiſt tellsus of a chair of ſcorners, as if theſe el. 1, x, 


were the-only men that ſpeak ex cathedra.: 
and fure ſcaffs and taunts at Religion are the 
onely things that may be talk'd wnh confidence | 
a loud: 'They imprint'an Authority on what |- 
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pied on all-other ſcores, ger accompt. at 
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and when it 1s pare ſcorne,, then it 15 in the 
| Chaire. 
Bur it ſtays nor there; For 2. Upon the 
| poplebincgey roar Bryn men 
| will fall A from, and openly Wc both 
Chriſt axd his Religzon, T tus is that our Sa- 
Joh. 3. 19. * Prove umſelt found, Light (ſaich he) 25 come tn- 
to the world, and men lov'd darkneſs ratbey than 
| the light, berawſe their deeds were evil, And. 
he ſaid of the Phanſees, They th yp that 
they might believe, as knowing it impoſhble 
that they could venture to belibet that Dok 
Eine which condemurd thoſe courles they 
| would nor of. 


And if Iſhould aflarm, qa worn. 


Mat. 21-3: 


clic but mens wmullingweſs to be o dro 

| chings, whuch if there be a od, and a Redagzon 
which chis Chuld was ferto uſttrute, they 
| nauſt accom chemſeives oblig d to; nothing | 
lic bur this, which makes them fo umnlling 
Cnr yea, openly renowece 
_;themborh de Ration, I ſhould have 
of JO WUS not onely the lace inſtance of 'a Na- 
>[tion ain the'Tadies, which by ifticution of the 
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4 Sermon Preach'd before the Kim, | w | © 
the Chriſtian Creed, and was Baptiz'd into 
q ' | our Faith; but'when they were requir 4G 
4 - | lead their lives according to C my epts,. 
[ and renounce their Heathen Licences,they choſe. 
j- rather to: renounce their Creed and Saviour, 
and return'd inſtantly to their mdulgent Hes 
themſme, But to this experience, give me 
leave to add this reaſon, that it is not the dif- 
ficulty of the myſtertes of fatth, and their being 
above our comprehen on, which makes them 
| not to be recerv'd, becauſe there are as great 
difficulties 1 things that we are certain of... For 
in the very ſphere of Reaſon, within the lines 
and meaſ1 ures of her own tnfallibility, in things 
of which ſhe does aſlure her ſelf by diagrams 
and ſenſe,yet ſhe is as much amaz'd as at thoſe | * 
objects in the higheſt and remoteſt Regtons of 
faith, and Mathematicks hath her Paradoxes | wyfter. (ur 
Rk 208k that (tand in as great danger of a contradiCti- | 1%, . 
| on as any of Rel:gtons myſteries, while reaſon - pars. d | 7 
cannot cape what ſhe demonſtrates, but is to\|tingenr. 6c 
ſeek how thoſe things can be poſſible which 
.. | ſhe proves moſt certaine, and they are income... 
prbeſble ro her, even when they are moſt; 
evident ; and then ſure if we can thunk thexeas | 
a God, we mult needs think He can do things}. 
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| "Uwe cannot, comprehend, when it is| plain odr | 
Fre, den F ; comprehend whatſbe ber ſelf does | 
"Thnd out and-create... It is-not therefore: con- 
*tradiCtion, to Reaſon, but -to Appetite, that 
| makes things of Kelwon lo mncredible, which 
I thus demonſtrate to the Atherff. _ 
Thoſe very difficulties, to-avoid which, 
he denies a God 3, to wit, Thoſe of. an Eternal 
Being that 15, of bumſelf ;, theſe mg he 
muſt and does acknowledge in. the. being of the 
world, if that either be it ſelf Eternal (as the 
Atheiſt of the Peripatetick T ribe will have it) 
| or elſe if its atomes, out of which it was Con: | 
creted, were : (as thoſe of Epreurus heard aſ- 
| fert,) In a word, if they ſay the world or its 
| materials were made, they grant a God that 
| made it ; If they ſay they were not made, 
they aſſert, then an Eternal Being of its ſelf; 
that 1s, They allow thoſe difficulties for which 
they pretend to deny a Gad, Es: 
| There being therefore the ſame difficulties, 
[C Ctreater I could prove them , from the. di- 
| verſe natures of  corporeal, and ſpiritual be-| 
mes, for weare ſure, in bodies that are (till in | 
7 mottan, and: ſo ſubject to ſucceſſion, thoſe | 
 "{amss are 1mpo.lible, but if there be a Being | 
— _ that. 


— 


no place -, - But to.fay; no. mare: thendt -, 
ſhew'd, there beang the ſame defſienttres, );nl the 
Atheiſts hypotbeſss as wn'the other, ;'tisapparent; 
not the difficulties of behef, but-pratiice, make 
him fix upon his own agaunlt the common. notzons 
of the world, So,that tis nothisunderſtandeug, 
but his appetite frames:his hypotbefss,&& without- 
figure,tis his wil/ thathe Gheves with, And it 


is molt evident, that becauſe inendo not love 
| the. precepts of Religton,: would not Have them 


be their duty, therefore they would have the 
Dottrines of it not. be truths 3; and in-this they | 
are the Diſciplesonly of their haſts;& becauſe 
they Cannot reſolve tobeotherwiſe, therefore | 
they. reſolve not to be-Chriſt's Diſciples, but 

reject him for his holy Dodtcines ſake: andſo! 
this Child'rs for the fall of manyi- 0) | 
- +, But it were (trangeif upon this account; | 
Chriſt . ſhonld be. for the- fall of any ofus; | 
who have learnt a trick to reconcile his ſevere. 

Do@ripes, andour Sins together, Where Vide}; 

| moſt abounds, though be willfal',” and men{ 
perlevereinit , they are ſo far from finduig] 
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| A for" this eos therefore take the 

. | faſter bold of t,cely upon Him with the bolder, 
| frrongerconfidence,' As if good old Simeon were | 
| miſtaken; when he: thought, becauſe 'men 
would not leave thoſe {ms which Chriſt fo 
threatned, therefore they would leave him: 
becauſe they could notbeare thoſe his hard 
ſayings, to pull oxt 'the luſt and the Eye too? 
caſt away the treaſures of unrighteouſneſs, and 
the r#yht haxd that receives them alſo; there- 
fore they would caſt off him,for;for this reaſon 
they becake themſelves tohim more eagerly, 
devolve and caſt themſelves upon him with 
aflurance, "Tis poſſible indeed” that thenew 
Chriſtian'd Indians, might believe themſelves | 
oblig'd t6 lead their lives according to the vow 
that they had made in Baptiſme, knew not 
how to live :a' contradiction to be Chriſtan 


A i thereforerhought it abſolutely ne- 


,to:renounce the'one , and to reject. 
Chrittand his ſtrif? Religion was eaſter they 
thought, Our Savour alſo might ſuppoſe, 
| men would nat receive thar light, becauſe their 
{deeds were evil:But our modern wickedneſſes 
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p7ourea Preath'd before 
that accof the erue Eaple kind,'are.edu 


| bred upto endure, and to defie the bing | 
deeds Ie night have learnd to ne Op Sun 


and Men, pages face the San. of Reghteouſ- 
neſs , Ao. the light. of thaſe flamys, that -are to 
recerve them, Ours Saviour told the Phariſees 
indeed , that that they repented not , that they 
might believe, for thinking it unpollible 'they 
could aſſent.to what he did affirm, except they 
would conſent to what. he did command, He 
therefore 


+ hed But there is nothing difficyle. 
tous, who at the ſame time, are Þ packs 


| celolv'd that 'cvery. threat of  Golpel 4s 


drome truth, as nh weallyre ous ſclves, that 


| we could be, content; to'' diteHartyrs to the 
ruth of hem rarker then renounce one tictle 


ſaics; 19: except Jeirepent Py all all th 


bo y. to believe ove Glens into — 121 
| tne | 


thought they. were not able w| 
| beheve.z becauſe they. would nor. pope. 


. 
—_ CT ———__ 4 


char 
SR Pres allg;thas nope. wedo 
L IEPCRL, tby Belzevy 1, [cape 


ht 


i _— 


. Re rn ron — FE oy ou —_—_——— _—_ 


FRO" 


ky. AM M * - I TEE "IX 


- - — ” PORT poccempmocetth en DN OS Th 3T_y OPTIO TTY 


Rev.9. Teil | 


7 Provo 


—] 


Ppea Taoriciag 
rn fall,” ” which this Child 


3." This Child is for the fall of 1 many, to. | 
| witz of all. thoſe; who- on theſe,” or any 0- 
 thergioundsi do. not believe tn," or :do' foe obey 


| bim; "who hall therefore fell into Pureys 


rune; 


This enix Saviour doesaffirm, St. obn 3.19. 
This ts the condevmiation that light came into the | 
world,&c,'This does aggravate theguilr, and, 
ſentence. We were fal'n before indeed inAdam: | 
and I dare fot; uridertake'to be ſotearned. tl. 
ſay whether ; to determine with ſome of them, 
that was but a fall from Paradiſe into' the 

ave, and we were forfeit to death only :' But 
Fittay Adventere to affirm; that in the > 
an, ſinners finally inipetitent” ſhall fall 


| much farther then we did inthe /firſt Adam, 


_ theirs pit ſhall have: #6” bottors 5 but this. 


| _—_ af came Fe ft 4 po them, ſhall be to 'them 


fuming fire, an everlaftuix aftig/buritings, \ 'Ahtd 


Al reaſon mthe world, For, upon: thatfallof 


ours in Adam; help was offer'd us: an'eafie 


F a yays.nor only'ro repair choſe "with, [but to 


better infifitely that eftareWwhich'wewere 


"M faln-from; and a way IC God dear 
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parchaby but . rs Fs Paſſer of Sor, he 


ad diverſeother bleſled merhods es 
Now if we refuſe the mercy of-all this ,'and 
| [corn theſe. miracles. of ; condeſcending, good- 
neſs, anddefie thoſe -methods, that, he makes 
uſe of, to raiſe us from our fall, "its apparent 
we provoke and chooſe deeper ruine.; this refuſal 
hath in it ſuch deſperate malignity, as toPay- 
ſon this great mercy of the Tncarnataton, 'and 
all the reſt. "T's but a ſmall thing to ſay, 
chat-they who Stumble at this Rock, of their Sal- 
vation, ſpurning at. it by, their, wiltul, diſobe-| 
dience, / theſe make an. inficute maſs of 
loving; kindneſs to be loſt upon them, ſo as: 
that Salvation cannot [ave them ; for, alas Sal- 


| Yatzg runes them the deeper & thi Child is fo 4 


their fall, T'ne condition:they were forfeit to. 


| before by reaſon of. their breach of . the firſt 


| coVenant, Was adlvantage,comfortable i 11 COMN- 


| pariſon, of that-whichChriltdos Put: them.n; 
Fs: is the Condemnation, that he came into the 
| world: and.ir- had, been- infinitely ' better. for 
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the' fall of many, which dos lead me to Ged: 
Conncel in all this: 'r y next __ 

This Child is ſet for the fall of many, even 
by Gods dirtf} appomtment, for {ſaith Grottus, 
Aceedly tis qut utant non -nudum eventum fed &f | 
confilium Det ſwnificari, I am of their| opinion, | 
not the ſucceſ s alone, but the ' de 
e of thes.Childs coming, and Gods counſel in it | 


N 


ff ® 


14 tended here, © And without diſputits' of 


- 


Ss antecedent will , and conſequent, this 15 
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withal muſt” be allow'd: to maintain. eorre- 4 
ſpoudence wich: the world; ſeek the bororrs|- 
jand advantages of Earth, and will treſpaſs on'| 
bas wer 1t/ enterfers wich thefe, * break | 
\ vich Virtue when their intereſts carrot conſiſt | [ 
= with it , theſe falſe bipoeritical pretenders, | | 
F ſhould be offended with the mean condition of 
this Child, and of his: fallowers in this world, 
| | and withthe poor ſpirited principles of his Re- 
ligion, In famme,they that upot theſe, or atiy 
| other grounds finally dishelirve , or diſobry 
him, God deſzzn'd this Child tobe 2 -means'of | 
bringing ſorer puniſhments, even to everlaſting 
#uine upon ſuch. 
| Adlackgdecree this one would think, He 
| that had fo nuich kndzeſs for tnankind, to 
| give away the onely So, bothof his Nature, 
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| bis AfetHons, and his Boſome tochem ; could 

he thendefigne that gift tobe the ruin of the 
| Createſh\giart of men ? This Child, Simeon {aid 
but juſt before my'Text, is Gods Salvation, | 


which be bad I all people, and does 
henow:fay God | reds thaiy fall? 
The. Angels. preach'd this was @ Birth tht] 
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Foods to dexy Mercyto: them chat refuſe 

the offers of it, tharwill not atcept*S alvatton; 

| when their God himſelf does come to' bring it 

| 6 them : Prev 1t-upon condition of og? 


"ohne mo men” ſhould! yejoyre 74 ” 
7 9 is ordeined robe che yo occaſion 


and amen which--if-they deſpiſe , 
preferre 0 before Repeat chooſe {Sher ra- 
mw then Gods bleſſed retributtons, 'tis but rea- 
ſon to deny them what: they will not have, 
and let them take their choſen rume; will their 
judgement which they will themſ: elves , ſet 
and ordetye Hum: to be that to them, which 
 themſelyes doordeine, and make him'tobe to 
themſelves, So- Sr. Peter ſays 'exprefsly 


He ts . a Stone of ftumbling 


and a Rock of offence 
to them who being, diſobedzent yrs at the word, 


| whereunts. they \wene appointed, Diſobedient | 
| where'ic/is ebdurate, -alters/ ſo the temper 6f 
| our Ged, that ic makes Him who ſwears he | 


make ſuch froners fall into. eternal death, 


the ou contrrvances and executions 'of that 
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would nat have the fuuner die, yet ſet out bis\ſon | 
keS judgement triumph , ayer merey, even in| 


mercy | 
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vails with him to decree rums.by the means of 
that ſabvatio#;" rodecree ever in the midit of 


allthoſeſtrivings of is #erries thar that Tiſuvof 
his kindneſs ſhould be fos the: fall of fachas they, 
Oh! _ ſuch conſider; whether 


d 2 Whether they can hope for pl 


| redemption, when the only great Redeemer is ap- 


potnted for the 1 nſtrument of their deftruttion ; : 
and-G od 1s fo bent: on thei» rutne,'that to put: 
chaſe it he grves this Child bis Son; Yea, when 
he did look' down-upon thes Son in; Atonies, 
| and on the Croſt,:in the midſt” of 'that fad 
proſpect, 
| he chere Þchald'in his Sons bloody was's de- 
light to bim, that alſo: was a: facrifice,” anda 
 ſarrifice of a ſweet ſmell torhim, © For Saing 
Rex lays, THelare unto God" a 


 voarof death unto death: to-them': _ AS if rhetr 
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But alas, that. onely aivee Gelcded the moſt 
deploy d and deſperate condition of ſuch fitmers, 
Bleſſed Savionr.4 Had(t thou no blood to ſhed 
for chem?  otbeng -brit- tears ? or did(t thou 

7 very bloodfhed does but make 
their guilt more crim 


who refuſe the mer- 
Cy of. that 6loodſhe 


odfhed all: the: time that is of- | 
fer'd ? Sall is their Nate that can find no pity | 
in the'tears of God, and remeatleſs their con- 
dition for whomll that che Sox of God could 
do, was to: weep. over them, all that he did 
do for then), was to be their fall ; Too ſad a 
part- indeed for Feftrval Solenmity, very 1m- 
| roger for a Benedi&vs and Maymficar, 'T'o 
celebrate the 
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vhty could deſign onely by the miſenes it 
ag occaſion, to magnifie ca vaſt deſcent of 


God, fron Heaven down-to Earth, 
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this Child 15 ſet for the riſing again of many *'my 
 remainung Part, 5 - 


1 Riſeng| again, does not cticularly and only 
refer to th: foregging foll. here \in the Text, 


| which this Child did occaſion, asTſhevw'd you, 


but to the (tate wherein all mankand,-both in 


|-1ts nature and its cuſtoms, Jaywwgulf'd, cheſtate 


of rgnorance ard fin : a ftate: fron which reco- 
very 15 properly: dries! A reſurreflion and a 
reviving 4n this life; apd -fo  call'd' in Scrip- 


-vs$ from the 
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| cure often';./ as: E p| 5. 14. Whenefort he | 
| faith," 4 wake ins 8 brdga ig rages | 
aud ariſe from the dead. And Rom 6.13. Tield | 
[not your members as inſtruments of _unrighteouſ- | 
[eſs wnto for, but yield:your ſelyes unto God, as | 
|4boſe: that: are alvve from the dead. Now. to 

ath of {w, .wto the life | 
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| perfwade to Vertue:: | 'T'o make men'reform 
| their lives, was valued at the price of a perſon 
of the Tramty; ' Prety and his-extmanttion, yea, 
his vlood andi/:fe, wereiſer at rhe fame! rates, 
All of Him giv'n for our recovery. We 
1 "The. time would faile me if I ſhould'at- 
rempt-only 'to/rrame the various methods He 
makes uſe ab'to'efteCt this. How thes Child 
that was the" brightneſs of bis Fathers glory, 
came' to ligtiten 'us,” ſhining 4n: his Dofdrove? 
| and Examplethow he ſenemore light; Thefiery, 
| Tongues;-Hluminations of the Holy Ghoſt to 


| repentand} 
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| ettre s Sy we-tnake- — other _—_ Grace 
this, To fin over 2 Grace; 
and make it bolſter ze; by coding! it tobe an 
imeouragement to go..on-in.it ; from ſome 
hopes we entertamby naſe of this: Child;/in- 
ſtead of doing that whichhe was ſet, decreed 
to.make us 40. 
And real I would oy olad toſee this ever- 
ro of che Lordhad had lore good 


i orralicogh ghnever ſo lietle ha JPY ex 


, _—_ of this great decree, and tha which 
| God ordiin'd from all Eternity, upon | ſuch glo- 


rious and. ;magniFc rt terms,: were come to 


| paſs 1 in-any kind : Now, certainly there are 


noevident {1gns of any great recover y this Child 
hath wrought among us in the world that's 
now call d' Chriſtax. . After thoſe omnipo- 
tent inforcives to a vertuous life, which he did 
work out,tt we take a proſpect of both-worlds, | 

it would. be haxd to know whic!: were the! 

Heathen ;. and:there would-appeardcarcevany| 
other notice a Chre amongus, but that'we 


| blaſpheme H Of RE : -Sure am, 
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ge E are woes of Hin: ER lives'of 
Jet Wt you [cannot ſhew me any Henk age 
pg wing -ours, either 4 16 Joſe And ff 
wrdcies yugpr-1 flint 5 and boſe hiju- 
kices or w-fraudrand falſeneſs, ot malignity, 
bypecrifie -Or treatbery, 'ox 0 name no more, 
even inthe loweſt, mot 2gnoble 3d: ingenious 
ſorts \'of Vice; - In'fine; men"are-now- as 
 Earthy, Senſual, yea, and Devihiſh, as when 
Sins and Devils were their Gods. | 
Yea, I muſt needs:ſay,/that thoſe times of 
dark d Heathen! ignorance, were in tiany 
Jhining vertue;\ and the little ſpark 
of light within them,' brake out through all 
libuctions] mtoa glor 'Jo f goodneſs. z;tO the won- 
dey and confuſion of molt Chriſtians: "Tis 
true, we arc prity well reverigd on'them for 
Trung, us Examples ſo rreproachful tous ; 
| calling their Heroick aCtions, ſplendida pec 
cata, only beauteous ſms, and' well fac 'd wic oY 
\neſſes, and we have a reafon for it, | becauſe 
{rhey never heard of Chriſt; whoſe Name and 
| Herts, : "tis moſt certain, is the onely* —_ 
chat can OR 
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Name, - But.if-this Chil&-were ſet to raiſe us | 


up from fr, and to eſtabliſh arguments | 
5am good 1 chenche|Heaben Beet katdof, 
more. eſpecial. Drvine: engagements to vertue ; 
then 4f their vertues were, becauſe they tie- | 
ver heard of theſe engagements rorhem) ſins, | 
what cenſure will bepaſt upon their aCtions 
that know all thoſe engagements and deſprſe 
chem ? - unleſs to defy knowledge, and provoke 
againſt all Divine obligations," t God | 
could lay, ſhall prove-more tollerabk then | 
to labour to obey without them, wabout Rfow- 
ing why, "T1s true, they had not heard it may 
be of that Name, then which there 1s no other 
Name, under Heaven 'groen unto” men whereby 
they. maybe ſaved, Yet they endeavonr'd in 
ſome. meaſure to -do that , which: He that 
{ owns. that Name, and-wrought'the Cove- 
- nant, of thoſe Salvations, does requite. + We 
' know that Name, and have it call'd uponus, 
| and kgow too, 'T har þe that names that Name, 
- ixetainer to' the Holy Feſus ) maſt depart | Ytima, 
lmgquity, otherwiſe it is no name of © aol | 
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1 h; -2:and'then which hath the better Plea > | 


WELSE. not; vertuony, [1h 1 Ht en RG 
- Andif ſoBive me'leave'to tell'you;” how 
not only thts Child, but this Reſurreftion too 1s 
for. our fall, © 41> 
In the firſtChapter-to'the Romans, we ſhall 
find thoſe-Heathens,'when they did neglect to 
follow the gireEtion of that light within them, 
by which they were able to diſcover in ſome 
meaſugggthe rmvifeble things of Qtod, when 
they dd no longer care to retatne Cod in their 
knowledge; rnen they quickly left off to be 
| men : and when they cea[t to hearken totheir 
reaſon, they ſoon fell into” a reprobate ſenſe; 
{ What was it-elſe to change Cod into ſtocks 
; and ſtones, and Worſhip into molt abommable 
wickedneſs. to make the 'V leſt creatures | 
Deittes, and. 'the-fouleit ations Rehigton': to | 
tlie a diſeaſe into a Crd, and a fir into!Ne- | 
votion: a ſtupidity, which nothug elſe but || 
| Ciods deſertion and: reaſoi;s too, cotld have 
| betray;d them-to, and made chem guilty of. | 
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tremble to Kane 3 how the Chriftan: world 
does.» ſeem'to- haſten! -into: that «/Coudition 
which - St.-Pazl-:does- there « 3 You 


would think that Chapter were our Charafter:. 


but that we have. reaſon 'to- Expect: we ſhall 


fall lower into much\more vele-affttlliing: t 
thoſe Heathens ,did.,- as having fall'n 


froma greater begþt- then they. 76h 3099! 
Conſtder whether men ds declare they 

like not to retain. "God 1 1: thar th D r, when eh 
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if we-ſhoaldery by thoſe effects, verſe 29,30, 
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bauſeupe;: 1:Ir fine; ( uſe Ereior pro- | 
ſecure thecharaftet ):Menſmck fofaft; as if 
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